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Department , a nd i t i s s i gn e d b y t h e c h i e f o f p o l i ce , b u t i t sa y s
tha t t h e Oma h a Po l i ce De p a r t m e n t th o r o u g h l y op p o se s . . .or
strongly opposes passage of LB 265, commonly known as t he
carrying concealed f irearms bill. The Omaha Police Department
is opposed t o p a s sage o f t he bi l l fo r t wo r ea s o n s. One , pub l i c
safety. LB 265 contains no prov sion for firearms training to
i nc l u d e t e ch n i c a l p r o f i c i e n cy wi t h a f i r e a r m . And I ' m n o t qu i t e
sure he's right on tha t. But ...nor doe s it cont ain any
r equ i r e men t t h a t p e r mi t se e k e r s b e t r a i n e d i n t h e cu r r e n t
N ebraska statute as it pertains to justifiable homicide and t h e
various de grees of assault. I ssuing permits for individuals to
carry co n c e a l e d f i r e a r ms wi t h o u t f i r s t t r a i n i ng t he m i n t h e
d anger s o f u t i l i z i ng a we a p on , a s we l l a s p r ov i ng t he i r
p ro f i c i e n c y wi t h a h a nd g u n , c o u l d l ea d t o i nn o c e n t p e r so n s be i n g
i n j u r e d a n d / o r k i l l e d i na d ve r t e n t l y . Se co n d t h i ng , o f f i ce r
safety. Gun violence is increasing in the city of Omaha. Omaha
pol i c e o f f i c e r s a r e mo r e w a ry o f i n d i v i du a l s wi t h g u n s t ha n ev e r
before. Hav ing citizens armed with concealed firearms without
any o t h e r i d e n t i f i ca t i o n wo u l d b e a ha za r d t o p o l i c e o f f i ce r
safe t y . The p r o l i f e r a t i o n o f f i r ea r m s o n t h e s t r e e t wou l d n o t
make f o r a sa f e r e nv i r o n m en t f o r p o l i c e o f f i ce r s . I n s um, d u e
t o t he n eg a t i v e i mp a c t t h a t t he p a ss a g e o f LB 2 6 5 wou l d ha v e o n
t he s t a t e o f Ne b r a sk a , I wo u l d u r g e , a nd a t t h i s p o i n t he ' s
t a l k i n g t o co mmi t t e e me m b e r s, t o no t r ep o r t t h e b i l l t o t h e
floor. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions
or comments. And this letter is dated March 28, 2003. And I
t h i n k . . . I ' m n ot s u r e a b o u t h i s . . .all of his first premise there
o n pub l i c sa f e t y , b e c au s e t he r e i s so m e t r a i n i n g i n t h e b i l l .
But certainly part of that...and the officer safety, I think, is
o ne o f t he k e y c o n c e rns o f a l ot of l aw enf o r c ement . You kn o w ,
I t o l d y ou I . . . e a r l i e r t h i s mo r n i ng , I sa i d t h a t I mi g h t me n t i o n
k ind o f a pe r son a l st or y , an anecd o te t hat I knew about
somebody. And i t af f ec t s . . . i t a p p li es t o t he t r a i ni n g p o rt i on
o f t h i s b i l l . I t a ct ua l l y i n v o l v e d a p o l i ce o f f i ce r wh o
was. . .wel l , a ve r y we l l - s i t u a t e d p o l i ce o f f i c e r , who h ad a l o t
o f responsibility, very well trained, was one of the S WAT tea m
members here in Lincoln. And one evening, he and his wife were
going o u t fo r a n e v e n i n g , f o r d i n ne r o r some t h i ng . An d t he y h a d
t wo smal l ch i l d r en , a nd t h e y we r e g o i n g t o l e a v e t h o se t wo sm a l l
children with a baby-sitter. And the thought occurred t o th is
o f f i c e r t h at h e n ee d e d t o mo v e t h e ha n d g u n .
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